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Abstract

53-year-old female with recent diagnosis of Wegener's granulomatosis
(Granulomatosis with polyangiitis (GPA), formerly known as Wegener’s granulomatosis (WG)
presented with subacute headache, nausea, vomiting and blood pressure of 220/106
[1]. She was diagnosed with GPA 3 months prior after developing kidney failure, upper
respiratory tract infection and arthritis. Brain MRI (Figure 1-3). The patient was started
on high dose steroids and her symptoms improved. She refused brain biopsy and was
discharged home with neurology follow up. Lesions of the pineal gland may be subdivided
into two categories: Lesions arising from the pineal cells (cyst, pineoblastoma, pineocytoma,
and pineal parenchymal tumor of intermediate differentiation); Lesions arising from the
germ cells (germinoma, teratoma, choricarcinoma and retinoblastoma) and lesions arising
from the adjacent structures (papillary tumors of pineal region, metastases, direct tumor
extension from the brainstem, meningioma [2].

Our main two differentials were GPA/other autoimmune disease versus of the pineal
gland versus meningioma. GPAGPA causes mononeuritis multiplex, symmetric distal
neuropathy, cranial neuropathies, diffuses meningeal enhancement, cerebral infarction,
and seizures [3] Sarcoid involvement of the pineal gland has been reported in the literature
which responded well to high dose steroids as in our patient.

Figure 1: Description: brain MRI shows a T2 hyper intense and contrast enhancing
lesion in the pineal region, measuring 1.7 x 1.3 cm
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